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Dear Dr. Jones and co-authors,

The discussion period for your manuscript is now over, and two reviewers have posted
comments. Both reviewers appreciated the depth of the dataset you compiled, and
agreed that the underlying research question is valuable. There was also consen-
sus that your manuscript would be strengthened by a more critical assessment of the
individual records in your compilation, in terms of potential non-volcanic factors that
complicate interpretation of the individual Hg and Hg/TOC records.

Please respond to the reviewer comments in the online Discussion forum. If you make
any changes to your manuscript, please clearly indicate the nature of these changes
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in your response. Once I have reviewed your response, I fully anticipate inviting you to
submit a revised manuscript for a final decision.

Sincerely, Alberto Reyes
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