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We have now responded to all reviewer comments and made a number of amend-
ments to the paper in response. These are documented fully in the attached pdf.
This includes some small changes to the values presented in our first submission
because of updating the data to include 2012 and correction for an error in the SLP
algorithm used in calculating specific humidity. None of the main conclusions are
changed however. We thank the reviewers and editor for their very helpful comments
and believe that this is now an improved piece of work. We hope that reviewers will be
happy with our revisions.
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