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We thank the editor for the opportunity to revise the paper. Our work in response
to the reviewers has already confirmed the need for major revisions, which we will
undertake. We will reframe the paper in terms of a test of the hypothesis that there
was a bifurcation in the climate system during the last deglaciation. We trust that our
thorough responses to the referee comments are helpful and honest and indicate the
direction in which changes will be made.
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