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In this paper, the authors aim at quantifying the role of vegetation in the simulated
mid-Holocene (6ka BP) climate. They are using the ECHAM5/JSBACH model and
they apply the Stein and Alpert (1993) method to estimate the pure contribution of
vegetation and insolation forcing. The method requires to perform four simulations.
Unfortunately the experimental design proposed by the author is not correct. The set
of experiments to be performed is (1) a reference experiment with pre-industrial forcing
(Oka), (2) a control experiment with mid-Holocene forcing (6ka), (3) a simulation with
6ka insolation forcing and prescribed Oka-vegetation and (4) a simulation with Oka inso-
lation forcing and prescribed 6ka-vegetation. The experiment number 4 performed by
the authors is a simulation with Oka insolation forcing and prescribed Oka-vegetation,
which is not correct.
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