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The paper received two competent Referee Comments. While the referees give very
different recommendations on the suitability of the mansucript for publication, they both
bring forward and justify substantial criticism on the way the data were processed
(chronology, quality criteria, correction, averaging, error assessment). Meeting this
criticism could involve considerable work beyond mere changes in the text. Therefore,
I suggest that the authors first reply to all points of both referee comments in the form
of an Author Comment before revising the manuscript. The Author Comment will allow
the editor a more balanced evaluation of how to best proceed and give the authors
a more substantiated recommendation on manuscript revision. A revised manuscript
could then be accompanied by an additional author comment that specifically relates
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to the revisions, if necessary.

Other points of referee criticism are on the availability and transparency of the compiled
data. For a data-centered paper as this one, these are essential issues. I believe that
these points can be met realtively easily and I encourage the authors to reply in detail
how they intend to do this.

In an Author Comment please also make sure to give an update on the timing of the
Hoogakker et al. paper that is mentioned as in preparation and seems to contain
important basic information for this manuscript.

Interactive comment on Clim. Past Discuss., 5, 2497, 2009.
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