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The reviewer loses credibility from the outset by using a politically motivated non
peer-reviewed report commissioned by vested interests in the U.S. congress and an
unattributed comment from a blog as a motivation for his assessment. It is therefore
hard to take anything he/she says seriously from that point on.

The reviewer does note a number of problems with the paper, and is correct that the
paper is not acceptable in anything approaching its current form. However, the reviewer
seems unaware of the more fundamental statistical flaws in the paper detailed by the
other two reviewers. These flaws undermine the essence of the paper, and support the
outright rejection of the manuscript.
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